WORLD OTTER DAY
ORIGAMI OTTER = 'OTTER-GAMI'
Origami is the Japanese art of folding paper into decorative shapes.
To fold your own otter, you will need:
A sheet of paper (construction paper, plain white paper, etc.)
Scissors (to cut the paper into a square)
Something with which to color or add details (markers,
colored pencils, crayons)
STEP 1:
Place your paper lengthwise.

STEP 2:
Fold the lower left corner of your
piece of upwards.

It will work best if you get your corner (in
this picture the upper left) as sharp as
you can. This is going to create a square
piece of paper with which to work.

STEP 3:
Cut the flap that is not covered
by the fold.
You can use the strip you cut off to
make a bookmark.

STEP 4:
Open up your newly created
square and orient the crease so
it runs up and down. (The paper
will be a diamond shape.)

STEP 5:
Fold the top corner of your paper
to the bottom corner.

STEP 6:
Fold the right corner in, creating
a slight angle.
The part you are looking at is the BACK
of your otter. To see if you like the
way the face is taking shape, you will
need to flip it over the paper. You may
need to correct your folds if you want
a different shape.

STEP 7:
Repeat with the left corner,
trying to keep your folds at
similar angles.

STEP 8:
Fold the left corner back out and
repeat with the right. These
create the ears of your otter.
You may want to flip the paper
over to be sure you are happy
with where they are placed.

DID YOU KNOW? Otters have flaps that help
keep water out of their ears when they swim.

STEP 9:
Fold the tip of the corner
back in on both sides.

STEP 10:
Fold the sharper corners in
to create a more rounded
appearing ear.

In the above picture, the right ear has
had the sharper corners folded. Repeat
with the left side. Don’t worry if your
otter isn’t the exact same on both
sides. Real otters are often not
symmetrical.

STEP 11:
Fold down the flat top of
the otter's head to create
the rounder shape.

STEP 12:
FLIP your otter over. You should
have something that looks
similar to this.

STEP 13:
Fold the lower point upward.

STEP 14:
Fold the tip of that point behind
the flap.

STEP 15:
Fold the lower point underneath
to the back of the otter.

STEP 16:
Just like you did with the ears,
fold the harsher points to
create a more rounded
appearance.

STEP 17:
COLOR! Use markers, crayons,
whatever you have on hand! Don’t
forget the otter’s whiskers!
Otters use their whiskers to help
them find their prey.

You may want to put a piece of newspaper down if you use markers to prevent
any marker from bleeding through onto
your work surface.

We'd love to see your finished Otter-gami!
Post a picture on social media and tag us!

STEP 18:
ENJOY!
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